CLEAN SLATE

LOUISTANA

Louisiana faces several challenges connected to its criminal legal systems: the highest incarceration rate in the country, a
high poverty rate and no easy way to clear old criminal records. Clean Slate policy in Louisiana, introduced as HB 604,
opens up access to current expungement law for everyone through a government-initiated process. HB 604 is a balanced
and smart approach to reducing recidivism and helping people get back on their feet after they have served their time.

LOUISIANA'S RECORD CLEARING PROCESS

WHAT WOULD A CLEAN SLATE POLICY MEAN FOR LOUISIANA
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A clean slate can remarkably change the lives of Louisiana’s
children, half of whom have a parent with a criminal record.
Removing barriers to employment for parents can help ensure
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A clean slate saves all Louisiana taxpayers money by reducing the
court system costs that currently go towards processing record- SENTENCE TO POVERTY.

clearing petitions.

A clean slate means that everyone looking for work post COVID-19
has a fair chance at finding employment and supporting local
businesses.

Individuals who receive expungements pose a lower crime risk than
the general population. According to a Michigan study, 99% of
people receiving expungements were not convicted of a felony any
time in the subsequent 5 years.
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